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parties of matter. The susceptibility being conceded
as a .thing which did enter into, design, the pain itself
usually seems like a thing undesigned; a casual result
of the collision of the organism with some outward
force to which it was not intended to be exposed,
and which, in many cases, provision is even made to
hinder it from being exposed to. There is, therefore,
much appearance that pleasure is agreeable to the
Creator, while there is very little if any appearance
that pain is so: and there is a certain amount of
justification for inferring, on grounds of Natural
Theology alone, that benevolence is one of the attri-
butes of the Creator. But to jump from this to the
inference that his sole or chief purposes are those of
benevolence, and that the single end and aim of
Creation was the happiness of his creatures, is not only
not justified by any evidence but is a conclusion in
opposition to such evidence as we have. If the motive
of the Deity for creating sentient beings was the hap-
piness of the beings he created, his purpose, in our
corner of the universe at least, must be pronounced,
taking past ages and all countries and races into
account, to have been thus far an ignominious
failure; and if God had no purpose but our happiness
and that of other living creatures it is not credible
that he would have called them into existence with
the prospect of being so completely baffled. If man
had not the power by the exercise of his own ener-